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Docket No.: K8098.0000/P017 

GIFT BAG WITH NAPPED FILAMENTARY SURFACE 



[0001] This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent Application No. 
10/405,468, filed April 3, 2003, which is hereby incorporated by reference in its 
entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates to collapsible gift bags used to conceal (or at 
least partially conceal) gifts for presentation. The gift bags may be disposable or 
reusable. According to one aspect of the invention, the gift bags have napped 
filamentary surfaces. The present invention further relates to blanks for forming gift 
bags, and methods of manufacturing and using such gift bags. 

[0003] Traditionally, gifts from one person to another are wrapped in a 
decorative manner to provide a visually exciting and pleasing appearance, retain an 
element of mystery as to the identity of the gift, and sometimes to enhance the prestige 
of the gift itself. Conventionally, gifts are placed within a suitable box, which is then 
wrapped in decorative paper that is appropriate for the event being celebrated. A trend, 
however, is to place gifts inside decorative bags, with the bag itself serving as both 
container and decorative wrapper. Thus, gifts placed in gift bags need not be first 
placed in another box and then wrapped before presentation. 

[0004] In spite of their popularity, gift bags continue to be constructed from 
relatively thin, foldable paper materials that provide a decorative appearance according 
to colors, pictures, and designs printed on the outer surfaces. Bags constructed from 
such materials, however, are often flimsy, prone to puncture or tearing by pointed or 
heavy objects placed inside or adjacent to them, and lack an air of quality and 
permanence that enhances the good feelings intended to be associated with giving and 
receiving a gift. 

[0005] A known solution to the tearing problem associated with carrying a gift 
bag containing a heavy gift is to reinforce the area of the bag where the handles are 
attached. In the case of a handle that is inserted into a hole in the bag, such 
reinforcement often requires lining the handle holes with a conspicuous metal or plastic 
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grommet. Use of such grommets is disadvantageous, however, because they interrupt 
the decorative features of the gift bag and increase the cost of manufacture. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] The present invention relates to a gift bag that has substantially parallel 
front and rear panels, each having a top edge, a bottom edge opposite the top edge, and 
two lateral edges. The gift bag may have a pair of generally parallel side panels, each 
having a top edge, a bottom edge opposite the top edge, and two lateral edges. 
According to one aspect of the invention, the lateral edges of the front and rear panels 
are joined to the lateral edges of the side panels. A bottom panel is provided with two 
pairs of generally parallel lateral edges, and the lateral edges of the bottom panel are 
joined to the bottom edges of the front, rear, and side panels to form a container having 
an opening defined by the top edges of the front, rear, and side panels. In a preferred 
embodiment, the bag has an expanded state and a collapsed state, where an area of the 
bag opening is larger when the bag is in its expanded state than when the bag is in its 
collapsed state. 

[0007] The gift bag is completely formed from a napped filamentary material. 
The napped filamentary material consists of two layers, namely, a textile layer having a 
napped filamentary surface, and a smooth paper layer. The textile layer is adhered to the 
paper layer to form the sheet of napped filamentary material. A gift bag blank is formed 
from the napped filamentary material and is folded into a gift bag such that any seam or 
edge of the napped filamentary material is aligned with a natural edge or corner of the 
gift bag, thus rendering such seams inconspicuous. The napped filamentary material is 
folded in such a way as to extend over the top edges of the gift bag and onto the inner 
surface of the gift bag. Use of the layered napped filamentary material enhances the 
strength of the gift bag relative to a conventional paper gift bag and is sturdy enough to 
prevent tearing and puncture by heavy or sharp objects placed inside the gift bag. 

[0008] The napped filamentary surface provides rounded edges and corners that 
are thicker and softer than those of paper gift bags, which lend the gift bag an 
aesthetically softer look and may prevent cuts, scrapes, and other injuries associated with 
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the use of a conventional pager gift bag with thin paper edges and corners, especially 
when handled by children. 

[0009] The gift bag may be provided with a pair of identical handles, where one 
handle is connected to front panel and the other handle is connected to the back panel 
of the gift bag. The handles may be of any suitable type and, as illustrated in Fig. 1, 
may be a relatively flexible material. If desired, the handles may be formed of a relatively 
stiff material and are attached in this aspect of the invention via insertion of each end of 
each handle through preformed holes in the front and rear panels. In a preferred 
embodiment of the invention, a pair of identical handles are sheathed in the same 
napped filamentary textile used to form the napped filamentary material of the gift bag. 

[0010] The handles of the gift bag may serve as a means for attaching a gift card 
to the gift bag, such that the card is not easily separated from the gift bag. The attached 
gift card can be used to provide a convenient area on which to print a UPC symbol for 
inventory control, pricing, producer information, etc. 

[0011] The gift bag may further be provided with a closure device such that at 
least a top edge of both the front and rear panels may be fastened together. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0012] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a gift bag with napped filamentary surface, 
constructed in accordance with the present invention; 

[0013] FIG. 2 is a cross sectional view, taken along line 2-2 of FIG. 3, of a 
napped filamentary material from which the gift bag is constructed; 

[0014] FIG. 3 is top view of a not-yet-folded blank for the gift bag of FIG. 1; 

[0015] FIG. 4 is a bottom view of the gift bag of FIG. 1; 

[0016] FIG. 5 is a perspective view of another gift bag constructed in accordance 
with the present invention, having a greater height-to-width ratio than the gift bag 
shown in FIG. 1; 

[0017] FIG. 6 is a perspective view of another gift bag constructed in accordance 
the present invention, showing an attached gift card; 
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[0018] FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a gift bag of the present invention shown in 
a folded state; and 

[0019] FIG. 8 is a side view of the folded gift bag of FIG. 7; 

[0020] FIG. 9 is a perspective view of an open gift bag with napped filamentary 
surface constructed in accordance with the present invention and showing a closure 
device; 

[0021] FIG. 10 is a perspective view of the gift bag shown in FIG. 9, shown 
having been closed via the closure device; 

[0022] FIG. 11 is a perspective view of an open gift bag with napped filamentary 
surface constructed in accordance with the present invention and showing a two-piece 
resealable closure device. 

[0023] FIG. 12 is a perspective view of an open gift bag with napped filamentary 
surface constructed in accordance with the present invention and showing a resealable 
closure device formed from a snap. 

[0024] FIG. 13 is a perspective view of the gift bag shown in FIG. 12, shown 
having been closed via the resealable closure device; 

[0025] FIG. 14 is a perspective view of an open gift bag with napped filamentary 
surface constructed in accordance with the present invention and showing a resealable 
closure device formed from Velcro; and 

[0026] FIG. 15 is a perspective view of the gift bag shown in FIG. 14, shown 
having been closed via the resealable closure device. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0027] Referring now to the drawings, wherein like components are labeled with 
like numerals throughout the several Figures, and initially to FIG. 1, one preferred 
embodiment of the gift bag of the present invention is shown, generally comprising a 
bag 10 with a napped filamentary surface 12. The bag 10 is fabricated from a napped 
filamentary material illustrated in FIG. 2. 
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[0028] As shown in cross section in FIG. 2, the napped filamentary material 40 is 
formed of at least three layers, namely, a textile layer 41 having a napped filamentary 
surface 12, a smooth paper layer 43, and an adhesive layer 42 between the textile 
layer 41 and the smooth paper layer 43. Note that FIG. 2 is intended to illustrate the 
layers of the napped filamentary material and is not drawn to scale. In a preferred 
embodiment, the length D of each filament forming the filamentary surface is less than 
five millimeters, and preferably within the range of from about one-half millimeter to 
about five millimeters, and even more preferably within the range of from one 
millimeter to three millimeters. 

[0029] In a preferred embodiment, the napped filamentary material 40 is formed 
in large sheets (not shown) with all of the edges of the textile layer 41 and paper 
layer 43 aligned and coextensive with each other such that each sheet has one napped 
filamentary surface 12 and one paper surface 43. Gift bag blanks 50, as shown in 
FIG. 3, are then cut from the sheets of napped filamentary material. 

[0030] Construction of a gift bag from the napped filamentary material described 
above is a multi-step process. For example, production of the textile layer 41 shown in 
FIG. 2 requires several steps including choosing appropriate thread, dying the thread a 
desired color or combination of colors, and weaving a sheet of textile material 41 from 
the dyed thread. The colors may be selected to produce a predetermined design on the 
surface 12 of the gift bag 10. 

[0031] In a preferred embodiment, the textile layer 41 is manufactured from a 
thread composed of natural fibers (e.g. cotton), synthetic fibers (e.g. polyester or 
rayon), or a combination thereof. The composition of the thread may be chosen so as 
to impart desired qualities, such as strength and luster, to the finished textile. The 
thread is then dyed according to a previously determined color scheme and woven into 
a sheet of fabric having a napped filamentary surface 12. 

[0032] Creation of the napped filamentary surface 12 requires the fabric to be 
woven such that the individual threads making up the sheet of fabric form loops across 
the fabric's surface in similar fashion to a terry cloth material known in connection with 
the manufacture of towels. The loops are then combed out to give the surface of the 



5 



Docket No.: K8098.0000/P017 

fabric a fur-like texture. Thus, the textile layer 41 of FIG. 2 the pile depth D is 
determined by the length of the thread loops formed during weaving. The pile depth D 
can range from relatively short, giving the textural appearance of suede or velvet, to 
relatively long, giving the textural appearance of animal fur. The range of colors of the 
napped filamentary surface 12, however, is not limited to the earth tones generally 
associated with animal fur, but rather encompasses the wide range of colors known in 
the textile industry. The napped filamentary surface 12 may also display a grid-like 
pattern resembling a woven carpet. Furthermore, in the case of a short pile fabric, a 
design may be embossed directly on the surface of the fabric. 

[0033] The napped filamentary layer 41 is then adhered to a sheet of heavy- 
weight paper 43 (e.g. 120 weight). The napped filamentary layer 41 can be adhered to 
the paper, for example, using a high viscosity glue layer 42. The resulting multi-layer 
material 40 is generally flexible, but possesses a sufficient degree of stiffness such that 
the bag 10 shown in FIG. 1 is free standing and will remain upright when in use. 

[0034] FIG. 1 shows a completed gift bag 10, having four longitudinal folds 14, 
dividing the bag 10 into substantially parallel front and back panels or walls 16, 18 and 
two substantially parallel side panels or walls 20. The parallel front and back panels 16, 
18 each have an upper edge 22, 24. The bottom of the bag 10 is folded in such a way 
as to provide for a flat bottom 26, which is preferably rectilinear in shape as shown in 
FIG. 4. The gift bag 10, as illustrated in FIG. 1 in an open position, provides an 
opening 28 through which access is gained to the interior of the bag 10. The front 
panel 16 has a horizontal crease 27 or fold near the bottom of the bag. 

[0035] The side panels 20 have central longitudinal creases or folds 21, a pair of 
diagonal folds 30 extending from the crease or fold 28, and a horizontal fold 32, 
extending to meet the horizontal crease 27 in the front panel 16 of the bag. The side 
panels 20 also have upper edges 31, which extend between the upper edges 22, 24 of 
the front and back panels 16, 18. 

[0036] The upper edges 22, 24, 31 of the bag may be fabricated such that the 

edges 22, 24, 31 have a double material thickness. As a result of this double material 

thickness, the napped filamentary material extends over the edges 22, 24, 31 of the 

bag 10 and onto the inner surfaces 38 of the front panel 16, back panel, 18 and side 
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panels 20, enhancing the decorative quality, strength, and safety of the gift bag 10. The 
double thickness of the edges 22, 24, 31 may extend far enough into the bag 10 to 
conceal the paper backing 43 for most purposes, except for those who look nearly 
directly into the bag 10. 

[0037] FIG. 3 illustrates a gift bag blank 50 which is cut from the multi-layer 
material 40 of FIG. 2. The blank 50 may be used to form the gift bag 10 shown in 
FIG. 1. In one embodiment of the present invention, a gift bag is folded from the 
blank 50 such that the napped filamentary surface 12 forms the outer surface of the 
blank 50. Furthermore, the blank 50 is folded such that an edge 51 in the bank is 
aligned with a fold 14 or edge 22, 24 such that the edges 51 of the blank 50 are 
inconspicuous in the finished bag 10. 

[0038] FIG. 1 illustrates an embodiment of the gift bag 10 wherein the length 
and height of the gift bag are nearly identical, thus forming a square-like gift bag 
suitable for a variety of gifts. Yet another embodiment of the gift bag is illustrated in 
FIG. 5, wherein the height of the bag is nearly three times the width, thus forming a 
rectangular gift bag, suitable for tall, narrow gifts. It will be appreciated by those of skill 
in the art, however, that the dimensions of height, length, and depth can be altered to 
form a wide variety of bag shapes. 

[0039] The gift bag 10 is preferably further provided with a pair of identical, 
flexible handles 33, where one handle is connected to front panel 16 and the other 
handle (not shown) is connected to the back panel 18. The handles 33 may be of any 
suitable type and, as illustrated, may be formed of a relatively flexible material, such as a 
ribbon, cording, or the like. Furthermore, the flexible material of the handles 33 may 
be sheathed in the same napped filamentary textile used to form the napped filamentary 
material 40 from which the gift bag is constructed. The handles 33 may be attached 
and secured to the bag in any suitable fashion. 

[0040] In the embodiment shown in FIG. 1, the handles 33 are attached by 
inserting their ends through sets of identical holes 34 formed in both the front panel 16 
and the rear panel 18. Each end of the handles 33 is then knotted, thus preventing it 
from slipping back through the handle hole 34. Note that the handle holes 34 need not 
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be lined, such as with metal grommets, to prevent the handles 33 from tearing through 
the holes 34 when the bag contains a relatively heavy object. 

[0041] Although the handles 33 are illustrated as lying on the outside surface of 
the front panel 16, the handles 33 may alternatively be relatively rigid and extend 
generally upwardly from the upper edge 22, 24 of the front and back panels 16, 18. 

[0042] In another exemplary embodiment of the present invention shown in 
FIG. 6, the handles 33 of the gift bag described above further provide a means of 
attaching a gift card 60 to the gift bag 10. In this embodiment, a gift card 60, 
constructed from a paper material, is provided along with the gift bag 10. The card 60 
may be manufactured in such a way that any design or colors preprinted on its surface 
compliment the design and colors of the gift bag it is intended to accompany. At least 
one hole 61, large enough to accommodate the diameter of a desired gift bag handle, is 
punched through the card 60. During attachment of the handles to the gift bag 10, a 
gift card 60 is attached to the gift bag 10 by threading at least one end of a handle 33 
through the hole 61 in the card 60. The handle 33 is then attached to the bag 10 as 
described above. 

[0043] Attaching a gift card to the gift bag handle provides several advantages 
when making gift bags from the napped filamentary material described above. For 
example, it is often desirable to present a gift card along with the gift contained in the 
gift bag. Such gift cards typically serve the purposes of labeling the gift with the name 
of its intended recipient and providing a means of expressing a sentiment appropriate to 
a given occasion. Gift cards, however, can easily become separated from their associated 
gift. The above method of attaching a gift card to a gift bag provides a convenient 
means of ensuring a gift and its card remain together. 

[0044] Yet another advantage of attaching a gift card to the handle of a gift bag 

made from the napped filamentary material is the ability to print a Universal Product 

Code (UPC symbol) for the gift bag and card on the gift card. The UPC symbol may 

be a bar code used to identify the product and its manufacturer. UPC symbols appear 

on many retail products in the United States and are used to allow computer scanning 

systems to identify a product for both checkout and inventory purposes. Gift bags made 

from the napped filamentary material described above are not suited to having a UPC 
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symbol printed or otherwise attached directly on the surface of the bag, as is typical for 
gift bags constructed entirely from paper. While UPC symbols could be printed on the 
inside of the gift bag, this location is disadvantageous due to the increased difficulty in 
locating and scanning the symbol. Attaching a gift card to the gift bag provides a 
convenient and user-friendly location for placement of the UPC symbol, other written 
indicia and information, and/or graphics, including trademarks and pricing . 

[0045] In another exemplary embodiment of the present invention, a gift bag 90 
having a napped filamentary surface 12 and a closure device 70 is provided as shown in 
FIG. 9. Similar to the first exemplary embodiment, the embodiment shown in FIG. 9 
represents a gift bag 90, having four longitudinal folds 14, dividing the bag 90 into 
substantially parallel front and back panels or walls 16, 18 and two substantially parallel 
side panels or walls 20. The gift bag 90, as illustrated in FIG. 9 in an open position, 
provides an opening 28 through which access is gained to the interior of the bag 90. 

[0046] The closure device 70, provides a mechanism by which at least a top 
portion of the front and back panels 16, 18 may be fastened together, thus placing the 
bag in a closed position by eliminating the opening 28 as shown in FIG. 10. 
Furthermore, this closure device 70 may be designed to be resealable such that the same 
bag 90 may be repeatedly opened and closed. Non-limiting examples of the resealable 
closure device 70 include conventional two-piece closure devices 70, 70' as shown in 
FIG. 11. When a two-piece closure device 70, 70' is used, one piece of the device 70' is 
placed on the inside front panel 16' of the gift bag 90, while the other piece 70 is place 
on the inside back panel 18' of the bag 90. Examples of such two-piece closure devices 
are snaps 71, 71' as shown in FIGS. 12 and 13, and Velcro 72, 72', as shown in FIGS. 
14 and 15. It should be noted that the closure device 70 may be placed at any point or 
points along a top edge of the gift bag or may extend along the entire top edges of the 
bag 90. Furthermore, the closure device 70 may comprise a single closure device or a 
plurality of closure devices. 

[0047] Gift bags constructed from the above-described napped filamentary 

material also have softer edges and rounder corners than conventional paper gift bags. 

These unique features give the gift bags of the present invention an aesthetically softer 

look. The appearance of the napped filamentary material also lends gift bags of the 
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present invention an air of quality and permanence that enhances both the prestige of 
the gift therein and the good feelings associated with giving and receiving a gift. 

[0048] Another advantage of the soft edges and round corners of the present 
inventions is the prevention of potential cuts, scrapes, eye injuries and the like associated 
with conventional paper gift bags having thin paper edges and stiff pointed corners. 
The fear of such injuries may be especially present in connection with birthday parties 
and other occasions where small children may be present. 

[0049] According to a preferred embodiment of the invention, the gift bag with 
napped filamentary surface is designed with creases 21, 27, 30, 32, as shown in FIG. 1, 
to enable the bag to be stored flat when not in use. FIGS. 7 and 8 illustrate a folded 
gift bag. According to one aspect of the invention, the length D of the filaments in the 
filamentary surface 12 is not so long as to preclude folding the bag tightly in stacks with 
other such bags for shipping, storage and display. 

[0050] Although the present invention has been described in relation to 
particular embodiments, many other variations and modifications and other uses will 
become apparent to those of skill in the art. The present invention should be limited 
only by the appended claims. 

[0051] What is claimed as new and desired to be protected by Letters Patent of 
the United States is: 
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